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Philosophy 251: History of Ancient and Medieval Philosophy 

Class Meetings: FOR 106 MWF 10:10-11:00 

Instructor: Hayden W. Ausland (MCLL/Classics) 

LA 424 (243-2125; office hours to be announced) 

This course is a historical treatment of the Western philosophical tradition preceding 
the modern era. After preliminary attention to the idea of a history of philosophy, we shall 
first study ancient Greek philosophy in Pre-Socratic remains and in the dialogues of Plato. 
We shall then examine selections from the philosophical treatises of Aristotle, after which 
we will consider some ethical and theological problems characteristic of the medieval period 
as t)lese surface in writings by Augustine and Anselm. Successful students will be in a position 
to pursue further study of pre-modern philosophy, to appreciate the history of philosophy of 
modern times, and to study philosophical subjects of all kinds in a historically critical fashion. 
Class will be conducted as a lecture with some discussion, and the coursework will call 
upon your powers of careful and critical reading, and of written and possibly oral discourse. 
There will be a mid-term covering the first part of the course, and a comprehensive final 
exam at the regular time. Exam times are as follows: 
Friday, October 22nd.--mid-term exam in class (1 hour) 
Wednesday, December 15th. at 8:00-10:00 A.M.--final exam (2 hours) 
On Mondays of the semester's third and seventh weeks (September 13th. and October 
111 th.) short papers (2 pages max.) will be due on topics previously announced. A more 
ambitious paper will be due on Monday of the twelfth week (November 15th.). 
Written exams will be marked with an eye mainly to accuracy and critical 
understanding. Prepared papers will be evaluated rigorously for their mechanical, as well as 
substantive, elements. Students' individual course grades will be based upon their papers, tests, 
and other indications of effective academic engagement. I Grades of Incomplete are not 
recorded in this course. 
Projected schedule of treatment with recommended schedule of primary readings: 
Week 1: The history of philosophy generally; earlier Pre-Socratic philosophy 
(from Curd & McKirahan, A Presocratics Reader, pp. 1-51 
(Aristotle, Metaph. 1--in Irwin & Fine, Aristotle, Intro. Readings, pp. 115-28) 
Week2: Pre-Socratic philosophy after Parmenides; the ancient Greek Sophists 
(from Curd & McKirahan, A Presocratics Reader, pp. 53-96 and 97-107) 
(additional readings from the Sophists supplied in photocopy) 
Week3: Socrates' philosophical mission and method 
(Plato: Euthyphro, Apology, & Crito) 
Week4: (same topic, continued) 
(same readings, continued) 
Weeks 5-6: Plato's political philosophy 
(Plato, Gorgias) 
Weeks 7-8: Plato's natural philosophy 
(Plato, Timaeus) [Mid-Term] 
1 This course assumes familiarity with the policies and procedures set out in (a) the 2004-05 University of 
Montana Catalogue (see especially pages 19-23), (b) the class schedule for Autumn Semester 2004 (see 
especially pages 8, 14, and the back cover), and (c) the Student Conduct Code. 
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Week 9: Aristotle's logical writings 
(from Irwin & Fine, Aristotle, Intro. Readings, pp. 1-35) 
Week 10: Aristotle's physical writings 
(from Irwin & Fine, Aristotle, Intro. Readings, pp. 36-114) 
Week 11: Aristotle's metaphysical writings 
(from Irwin & Fine, Aristotle, Intro. Readings, pp. 128-195) 
Weeks 12-13: Aristotle's ethical and political writings 
(from Irwin & Fine, Aristotle, Intro. Readings, pp.196-325) 
Week 14: The problem of free will 
(Augustine, On Free Choice ofthe Will) 
Week 15: The proof of the existence of God 
(Anselm, Pros/ogion wl Replies) 
Week 16: [Final Exam] 
The institutional bookstore has on sale copies of the texts listed above, but students 
should feel free to use any other editions. Texts of Plato should include the standard 
"Stephanus"-edition pagination [where the Euthyphro begins on page 2a and ends on page 
16a], and editions of Aristotle should include the corresponding "Bekker-edition pages [ 
where, e.g., the Nicomachean Ethics begins·on page 1094a]. There exist sites on the web 
that feature texts of our authors. A good one with which to begin hunting is: 
http://www.epistemelinks.com/Main/Main Text. aspx 
which can then lead you to such sites as 
http://socrates.clarke.edu/index.htm 
for studying our readings for week 3, for instance. 
The student's choice: 
The best plan for success is to keep step with the readings (which means reading 
these in advance of their scheduled treatment in class) and to get regularly to meetings in a 
condition that enables you to benefit from, and perhaps even benefit, what happens there. 
Meeting all deadlines can be useful. 
The easiest way to botch the course is to miss sizable stretches of class time, show 
up for meetings vague about the assigned subject matter, and appear at the instructor's 
office hours at the very end of the term asking, "Can I still do something to pass?" (And 
be sure to hand in all papers late.) 
One qualification: the early term is the time for estimating whether or not you 
have time for this course, but if unforseen circumstances on occasion leave you with the 
choice between missing class and coming to it unprepared, it should be clear which is the 
better course of action and which can only compound the problem. 
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